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25X11. - ! | |
25X1 | |Pomoryany, & town of four thousand perple.
25X1 2,  The town had three churshes; one, the Gresk Catholic church
25X1 [ with about 2% hundrved parishorers: snother, a Roman Catholic
25X1 church with eight hundred paristbrers; and the third a Jewish Synagogue,
with sbout one thousandi merbers,

. 3.

25X1

25X1ks [ parishioners wers dzupliy religlous and out of the 24 hundred there
were only about 30 who wers pro-Gommnlat, but these were young persons.

25X15. = Persecution :lﬁ_id ot begln until 1939, at whickh time the
i Soviets were movinz cauliouely sme there was a strong support of the
. ehurch by the psople,

The Soviets hegan using propagands against the church and religion.
le were told by members of the NKVD to go ehead and atbtend church
'40e6, but in such mennsr that the people kpew that they would be under
surveillance, Meny school teachsrs of our town and other professional
pecple were afrail $o go %o chirsh as they were afrsaid o suffer the

consequences.,
' 7. ~Late in 1939 the chursh property of shout 50 acres was confiscated by
~25X1 the Soviet governmeat. Taxes wers levisd on the church thereafter,
25X1,- 1
8. O | There was also a
25X1 l

tex on the church and on its scllections. Taxes were increased to the
25X1 extent that the church [ Junable o pay, and in 1941 [ Tte1a
25X1 that if the taxes were not paid]| [oe held responsible, However,
25X 1 nothing happened as the German army cccupled|  [Gowm in 1941,

25X19. | || | nany of the priests who

could not pay the taxes were srrested nnd taken avay, presumsbly to sSiberia.
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[ Jone of the elementary schpols in town[ |taught a class in religior,
put this course was cancelled by the government in 1940, Students who
were Trom eight to 13 years of age were being taught Leninism-Marxism,
Soviet Constitution, and the advantages of being a wember of the Komsocmol.

There were many Communist eympathizers of Jewish origln in our town, but
D‘did not :';participate in any demonstrations.

Around - Christmes in 1939 [ |the NKVD[ ]take all[ ]church
records, and deliver them to the NKVD beadquarters in Zolochev,about 17
kilometers north of Pomoryany. The hesadquarters was located iIn the cepter
of the city. Before the Soviet occupation this wes a Pollsh municipal
ecourt, It elso had a jail which at that time contained sbout eight hundred
persons.

When[ | turning [ |church reccrds over to sa NKVD officiall |asked for
e recelpt, [ |tol4 that o Soviet'officlel’s word was good enough,

It wes very easy for anyome to enter NKVD hzadquarders, but on leaviag

*_the building it was necessary to kave au exit card signed by a member

. of the NKVD,

25X118.

In l9hl'befbre the Germens entered| | sbout 11 of my perishioners
were teken away by the Sovists, These wers people who were in professions,

such as medicine, engineering, or veterinary wedicine.

[ ]town did not have ary injustries anl the nearest railroad was eight
kilometers north of our itow.
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